
 

    



 

 

 

2. 

 

STONY STRATFORD TOWN COUNCIL NEWS 
There might not be any formal Council meetings in August but 
the officers and councillors have been hard at work. These are 
just a few of the highlights….. 
 

Committee and Working Group changes: Due to the successful 
completion of 5-7 Church Street, the Property and Facilities 
Committee (formerly Property Development Committee) has 
been dissolved. The work has been split between the Town 
Clerk (under delegated powers), Finance Committee and a  
newly created Property Working Group formed to deal with 
major building maintenance e.g. window repairs.   
 

New item of accessible play equipment in 2023/24: The Council 
has agreed to utilise the MKC Community Infrastructure Fund 
(50% contributed by MKC and 50% contributed by SSTC) and put 
aside £5,000 in the 2023/24 budget towards a new piece of  
accessible play equipment up to the value of £10,000. We are 
working with MKC (who own the SSTC Play Parks) to agree on 
the right location and equipment.  
 

TOWN COUNCIL PRIORITIES UPDATES:  

Future New Youth Club on Fullers Slade: We are delighted to 
let you know that this Council has committed to fund a new 
Youth Club on Fullers Slade. The club will be open to all. The 
Town Clerk is working with the team and other relevant      
organisations to fully cost and risk assess this new project plus 
make the necessary grant applications to major funders such 
as National Lottery. We will keep you informed as the project 
progresses. 

Youth Games Café for 11-17 year olds: We are excited about 
this new initiative which started on Friday 5th August and is 
due to be held the first Friday of each month. It is being run by 
the MKC Youth Team. Stony Stratford Town Council are 
providing the venue and refreshments. 

Homework and Food Club: This is due to start September in 
the Rowans Centre, Fullers Slade. 

Activities for older residents: The ‘Fit While You Sit’ class has 
gone from strength to strength and we are now trialling an 
additional class in the Rowans Centre. 

Flood Resilience: The Working Group (WG) have been     
working closely with MKC and have now identified people to 
fill the two key roles of Flood Warden and Deputy Flood    
Warden. At the last WG meeting (26th July 2022), it was 
agreed to recommend 1. that the Library @5-7 Church Street 
should be a rest centre; 2. that SSTC should retain the data-
base of volunteers; 3. residents at risk of flooding should    
receive an information leaflet on ‘how to prepare and what to 
do’; and 4. that volunteers to cover the 6 areas would be    
approached directly. MKC also agreed to provide regular    
updates on its work. There is a volunteer training session 

scheduled for Weds 5th October, 6pm in the ‘new’ meeting 
room, Library @5-7 Church Street. ‘Communities Prepared’ 
are the training providers facilitating the session with the MKC 
team. If you would like further information, please sign up to 
their website as they have two very useful handbooks and 
regular webinars available: www.communitiesprepared.org.uk. 
The MKC Flood and Water Management Team provided the 
following information on the work they have been doing: 

 

- Last November, the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) at Milton 
Keynes Council published a flood investigation report on the  
December 2020 flooding. Since then, work has been conducted 
to fulfil the report recommendations for reducing risk and  
building resilience to flooding in Stony Stratford.  
- Flood risk management authorities have been working in part-
nership with Stony Stratford Flood Action Group (FLAG) and 
Stony Stratford Town Council (SSTC) on a variety of local flood 
risk matters; including floodplain maintenance, early warning 
and informing, and community river monitoring, alongside wider 
issues and opportunities for flood risk management in the   
catchment.  
- Thanks to Stony Stratford FLAG, multi-agency meetings have 
been established to bring relevant authorities together to update 
and report on their work, creating space for more collaboration 
and partnership working between agencies. Five multi-agency 
meetings have been held, attended by Stony Stratford FLAG, 
Milton Keynes Council, The Parks Trust, the Environment Agency, 
and the Bedford Group of Internal Drainage Boards. 
- Riparian maintenance activities such as tree works and        
vegetation clearance have been undertaken in floodplain by the 
Environment Agency and The Parks Trust, and both the Bedford 
Group of Internal Drainage Boards and Milton Keynes Council 
have budget allocations to undertake further floodplain                
improvement works. 
- A meeting was held in October 2021 between Stony Stratford 
Town Council, the Flood Resilience Advisor from the Environment 
Agency and the Flood Resilience Officer from Milton Keynes 
Council. This meeting discussed the development of a local flood 
plan to help prepare a community response to a future flood. To 
forward this goal, Stony Stratford Town Council have established 
a Flood Resilience Working Group which will bring together local 
volunteers to work on flood preparation, local response, and 
recovery. Training and resources are available to support this 
work, and we would love to hear from you if interested. 
 

High Street Design Public Consultation: The working group 
have been hard at work putting together an outline of the  
content for this consultation. The design work will be done by 
local company, Freestone. We have been liaising with the 
Open University who will be helping to put together the   
questionnaire and an independent analysis of the results. Look 
out for the survey towards the end of September.   

 

Anti-social use of motorcycles: We will be writing to the Parish 
and Town Councils in the Thames Valley Police MK North Cluster 
to ask if they are also concerned about this with a view to          
arranging a meeting of those concerned councils with             
Superintendent Mark Talbot, the Area Police Commander, to 
see how locally agreed police procedures could be changed to 
tackle the problem. 
 

Promotional Film to help boost High Street footfall: The first 
draft of the film (made by locally based Storm Videos) is ready!  
The footfall boost working group has reviewed the film and it is  
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In March 2020 we moved into our 
new, state of the art building in Central Milton Keynes. YMCA 
MK offers so much more than just a home, we offer emotional,  
employment and practical support to enable our residents to 
belong, contribute and thrive.   
 

Welcome Packs: Many residents, particularly those in Stage 1,  
Supported Living, do not have essential items such as bedding 
and bed linen, bathroom 
essentials and kitchen 
equipment. Funding,  
including from Stony 
Stratford Town Council, has 
enabled us to buy welcome 
packs for 10 new residents. 
 

Since January 2022, 33 young people have moved into  
Supported Living. 2 of those have been from Stony Stratford 
Parish. Both of these residents had been sofa surfing due to  
relationship breakdowns and were without stable accommoda-
tion. With the support received in Supported Living 53 residents  
progressed to the next stage of our accommodation pathway, 
either to begin their employment journey or into employment. 

 

To keep updated on campus news please sign up at: https://
mkymca.com/newsletter. Keep an eye on our social media/
website for news of our Christmas Campaign, SoupFest MK 2022 

hoped that after minor tweaking, it will be publicised during the 
Autumn. Please do let us know what you think by emailing  
info@stonystratford.gov.uk. 
 

The Library@5-7 Church Street: Whilst the refurbishment has 
been very successfully completed, there is further work to be 
done. You may have noticed that the some of the window 
frames need a little TLC. This work is due to be done by a local 
contractor in late September/early October. We are also      
commissioning a maintenance survey and recommendations 
report which will inform on future priorities and budgets.   
 

Grants awarded: £250 has been awarded to Stony Stratford 
Lantern Project, to contribute towards the costs of materials 
needed for the 2022 Stony Stratford Lantern Project. 
 

Free more accessible WiFi in the Library: You no longer need to 
obtain a code to log onto the MKC Library WiFi. There is also a 
computer available for you to surf the internet, complete forms 
etc. 
 

We hope you have had a good summer! If you wish to know 
more about any of the initiatives, please do visit the Town  
Council website: www.stonystratford.gov.uk. 
 

And finally…we were sorry to lose Rose Szentpeteri, Council 
Support Officer and would like to thank her for all her hard work 
in the brief time she was with the Council and best wishes for 
the future. There is now an interim, casual Council Support 
Officer, Tom Compton. We are working with Milton Keynes  
College to recruit a T-level/work placement Business Student 
starting in October. 

Lynne Compton, Town Clerk, PSLCC, Cert HE 
 

2022 Summer Play Sessions: This 
summer we had a variety of 
events to help keep children of 
all ages entertained throughout 
the holidays. Play Sessions were    
delivered by Milton Keynes Play 
Association at Wolverton Road 
Recreation Ground, Spider Park 
in Fullers Slade and Caterpillar 
Park in Galley Hill. Football  
sessions from MK Dons SET 
continued at the Stony Stratford 
Football Club and Basketball  
sessions from the 5 On It  
Foundation were held in the  
MUGA on Spider Park.                              

The Farmers Market continues to 
take place on the last Friday of every 
month between 9am and 1pm. The 
next market dates are October 28th 
and November 25th. There are 
lots of home-made goodies as 
well as fresh fruit and  
vegetables, bread, poultry, 
wooden items and plants. We 
will be planning a festive  
Christmas market to be held on 
Friday 23rd December with 
seasonal treats, activities and 
music. If you would like to have 
a stall at the Farmers Market 
please contact the Market  
Manager:  
debbiesfood@outlook.com.  
 

Landscaping: Now that the 
birds are no longer nesting in the hedges and trees around the 
area, our landscaping team are able to begin working on  
keeping the hedgerows tidy and remove some of the lower 
branches of trees if deemed necessary. The team are to be  
congratulated in helping to keep the general landscape areas of 
our parish neat as Stony Stratford have won the Michaelis Cup 
for Best Kept Town in Buckinghamshire!   

 

Litter: Many thanks go to  
Malcolm and Peggy Levey for 
their hard work in keeping 
Mortimer Park and the Mill-
field free of litter. Thanks also 
to the other volunteers who 
help Malcolm and Peggy tidy 
up. The ‘Report it’ button on 
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk 
can be used to report fly  
tipping, litter, and fallen 
trees/branches.  
 

Amanda Jones,  
Deputy Town Clerk 

 
All dates for Stony Stratford Town Council Meetings for 

2022/23 can be found on our website: 
www.stonystratford.gov.uk/town-council-meetings. 

 
 

“Had I not moved into the YMCA, I honestly couldn’t say where 
I’d be now. The support I’ve received while living here has put 
me in a better position and I’m more myself now than I’ve ever 
been. I’m a lot more focused on working now and I enjoy going 
out to work every day. All in all, I’m much, much happier.” 
YMCA MK Resident 

Malcolm hard at work 
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Stony Platinum Jubilee Pudding Competition  
 Here is the winning recipe from our Stony Stratford Platinum 
Jubilee Pudding Competition from the adult category! 

 

Vegan Rhubarb &  
Strawberry Cheesecake 
Recipe by Mrs Leonora  

Jackson 
 

Ingredients   
For the base:   
200g of vegan biscuits, plain 
preferably oat based   
100g of vegan butter melted    
100g of ground almonds   

 

For the filling:   
A good quantity of rhubarb, say 4-5 stalks, chopped and cooked 
dry with about 2 tablespoons of soft brown sugar and a handful 
of frozen loganberries (for zing and colour but don’t worry if you  
can’t source these)   
1 medium punnet of strawberries roughly chopped and thrown 
in towards the end of cooking the rhubarb   
400g of vegan cream cheese   
100g of vegan cream fraiche (or yoghurt)   
150g of caster sugar   
Zest of half a lemon   
 

For the topping:  
200ml of ‘juice’ from cooking the fruit (make up with diluted 
strawberry or elderflower cordial if not enough)   
1 tablespoon of Clearspring Agar flakes to form a jelly   
About a dozen medium sized strawberries sliced for decoration   
 

Method   
For the base - bash the biscuits, or put into mixer, to form 
crumbs; melt the butter in a small to medium sized bowl in the 
microwave and add the biscuit crumbs. Mix thoroughly. I added 
about 100g or more of ground almonds to get a good solid  
consistency. I put in a sheet of greaseproof  paper, cut to shape, 
in the bottom of a 20cm flan dish, to help avoid it sticking too 
hard and making it difficult to dish up. Pour in biscuit mixture 
and press firmly to form a level base. Refrigerate for about half 
an hour to firm it up.    
 

To make the filling - put the cream cheese, crème fraiche, caster 
sugar and lemon zest in a large bowl. Use a food mixer or whisk 
to mix thoroughly. Fold in the cooked fruit (making sure you  
have taken out as much of the ‘juice’ as you can). Check the 
taste - if the mixture is too tart you may need to add a bit more 
sugar. Spoon onto the base and level up. The liquid from the 
cooked fruit should be put in a saucepan – check the mixture for 
taste then add the flakes following the instructions on the  
packet. Before adding to the cheesecake, decorate the cream 
mixture with strawberries sliced or halved. The liquid jelly  
mixture should then be poured on top and spread evenly. Pop 
into the fridge to set. Add sprinkles to decorate. Enjoy!   
 

To view the winning recipe from the 
Children’s category (pictured here) - 
‘The Lemon Crown’ by Joakim  
Giddings - please visit our website: 
www.stonystratford.gov.uk/news.   
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Stony’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations! 

 

 

 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Big Lunch on 
5th June went ahead despite the early rain 
and looming dark clouds. The pudding  
competition was a great success and Tracy 
Wong of T.Sweetmap, Professional Bake-off 
contestant, chose Leonora Jackson’s  
Vegan Rhubarb and Strawberry  
Cheesecake as the adult winner and Joakim 
Giddings’ The Lemon Crown as the 8-16 
winner. Bradwell Silver Band played some 
great music and their rendition of Sweet 
Caroline was featured live on 3 Counties 
Radio. Our Royal photobooth went down a 
treat and we have some fantastic photos of 
everyone dressed up – further photos are 
on our website.               Amanda Jones, DTC 

And not  
forgetting 
the fabulous 
street  
parties that 
were held… 
 

The Town 
Council were  
delighted to 
assist with 
funding for 
these 
events. Ryeland Street Party — Celebrating in Style!   



 

 

 

Stony in Bloom: So Glad We Chose Drought-Resistant Geraniums for the Planters and Baskets in this 
Drought-Ridden Summer! 

With Stony Stratford’s victory in the Bucks Best Kept Village 
Competition under our belt, we still have to wait until  
September 28th to hear the results of the Regional Britain in 
Bloom competition. When the judges came they seemed very 
impressed with the High St with the colourful planters and 
hanging baskets that SSIB and the SSBA organise for the town. 
They made appreciative comments too about all the perennial 
flower beds we showed them, and gardening at the schools. 
Earlier, the It’s Your Neighbourhood Groups had been  

assessed – Fullers Slade, Galley Hill, the North End Pond and Wildlife Area, and York 
House Community Gardens (Growing Food for the Foodbank Project) – and again, the 
judges responded very enthusiastically to what they saw. Fingers crossed that the  
results in September reflect these positive comments! 
 

In the days before and after the Jubilee, SSIB volunteers were engaged in a flurry of 
activity – with the Changeover of the planters – helped by the SSBA (*1); the Galley 
Hill Children’s Planting Event organised by the Galley Hill It’s Your Neighbourhood 
Group (*2); the hugely successful Plant Sale at York House (which made £1,200 for 
SSIB funds) (*3); and the June 5th Children’s Planting Activity which we organised at 
the Big Lunch (*4).  
 

Our choice of drought-resistant geraniums for baskets and planters has meant that the 
town has continued to bloom despite the hot sun and no rain – and the volunteer  
waterers and dead-headers have helped too. Meanwhile, lots of luscious fruit and 
vegetables have been harvested for the Foodbank from York House and London Road 
Allotments. 
 

(Want to join? Email Judith.deveson@gmail.com or phone 07985671379).  
Judy Deveson, Chair, SSIB 

6. 

Gardening and Harvesting at SMSG North and South Sites 

Despite the drought, lots of vegetables have flourished at 

SMSG North and South Sites, and pupils have sown, planted, 

watered and harvested enthusiastically throughout the year. 

In the last school gardening session of the term at SMSG 

North Site the pupils harvested potatoes, carrots, beetroot 

and tomatoes and SSIB volunteer Kate Shaw helped them to 

cut up and cook the vegetables – and then, most importantly 

– they enjoyed eating 

them! Parents, SSIB 

volunteers and Galley 

Hill residents have 

kept the gardens at 

both schools watered 

over the summer 

holidays. 

 

 

(*4) 

(*3) 

 

(*2) 

(*1) 

(*1) 

Thank you to new sponsor Alliance Française Milton Keynes  
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Little Green Fingers on Galley Hill  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The gardening gurus on Galley Hill have been busy. They  
arranged a spiritual garden design competition at St Mary and St 
Giles (South Site) School. The winning design was by Lucas. The 
young people who came 1st, 2nd, 3rd and those who received 
special mentions proudly show off their awards. The little ones 
at the school have been enjoying their weekly gardening. This 
includes planting and watering their vegetable box, herb and  
sensory gardens in a "plot to plate" project. Meanwhile, older 
residents have been putting street planters around the estate 
made from recycled pallets, painted using leftover or donated 
paints, and using cardboard as planter bottoms; with watering 
done by volunteers from each court. At the GH 50th one activity 
was planting marigolds in pots for the children to take home. 
Look how well they have been looking after their marigolds!      
                                                                                  Roy Adams, GHRA 

Stony Stratford Wins the Bucks Best Kept Village  
Competition! (Town Category) 

What an honour it was for Stony Stratford to win the Bucks 
Best Kept Village Competition (Town Category) this year!  
Unlike the case with the Britain in Bloom Competition, the 
town has no idea when the BBKV judges will descend on the 
town, and there isn’t a set route for the judges to follow, so 
it’s a particularly splendid achievement. The judges give 
marks according to the general appearance of the town – and 
how well the town looks after its High St, churchyards, play 
areas, wildlife areas and verges.   
 

In their comments the judges were full of praise for the floral 
features; the attractive church gardens planted and  
maintained by the church volunteers; and the Memorial  
Gardens – planted and maintained by the Horsefair Green 
residents. They were also impressed with the Ouse Valley 
Park Conservation Area and play parks. So much goes into  

achieving such a fantastic 
result – the efforts of Stony in 
Bloom volunteers and the 
Business Association; the It’s 
Your Neighbourhood Groups 
and church volunteers; the 
planter sponsors, the  
commitment of the Town 
Council and the local  
contractors; and MKC  
Environmental Services.  
However, the judges  
perhaps put their finger on 
the key ingredient – the great 
community spirit in the town! 

 

Judy Deveson, SSIB 



 

                             

 

8. 

The Talk of The Town 

Classic Stony: 5th June 2022 
 

Despite a gloomy weather forecast 
of tropical style rain all day, the 
'Event Team' braved the early  
morning rain to be rewarded with a 
dry day from 10am onwards.  
 

A big thank you to those of you who 
ignored the forecast, and supported 
the event, both with your vehicles, 
and as spectators. Ant King and 
Andy Fenton did a brilliant job of 
playing and sourcing 'live music' 
throughout the day; which was 
greatly appreciated. The Battle of Britain 'Spitfire' did fall foul of the Lincolnshire 
winds and low cloud unfortunately; hopefully better luck for June of next year. 
 

Due to the generosity of all who attended a massive £5850.00 was raised, which was 
again all donated to Willen Hospice. Photo gallery and more information available at 
www.classicstony.co.uk. Thank you yet again for all the co-operation from residents at 
the centre of our lovely town.  
 

Planning is already underway for 'Vintage Stony' on New Years Day 2023. If you would 
like to join the team and help in any way, however small, please email us at  
info@vintagestony.co.uk .  .                   

 Ray Cobley, Classic Stony 

Stony Stratford Business  
Association News 

  

It’s been a difficult season for the hanging 
basket crew. As if watering them wasn’t 

arduous enough, teams of dead-headers were out in the early  
mornings to ensure that the Association’s floral baskets were looking 
their best through the heat of summer. Coupled with the flags and 
bunting, Stony Stratford has rightly gained an enviable reputation for 
lifting the spirits of visitors and residents alike.  
 

In an effort to increase footfall and trade generally, the Business  
Association has been working with the Town Council on a promotional 
video which it is hoped will encourage those from nearby and some 
from further away to visit our lovely town. Watch out for it on  
social media and please share it with your friends. 

Stony Stratford Flood Action Group  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FLAG has not been idle during the long 
hot summer. The group continues to meet 
with the statutory agencies and now has a 
clear idea of the various surveys and  
studies which are being undertaken both 
by the Environment Agency and Milton 
Keynes Council. By the time you are  
reading this, members will have walked 
the flood plain with the professionals to 
try and understand much better how the 
flood plain should operate and what 
measures can be taken to improve the 
situation.  

The Friends of Stony Stratford Library 
(FOSSL) continues to run our  
programme of volunteers extending the 
Library opening hours. If anyone is  
interested in joining this programme 
please ask for more details either from the 
Library or by emailing me (email below). 

 

We will also present a programme of talks for Autumn and 
Winter which will be both interesting and entertaining. On 
Tuesday 11th October at 7pm, Tom Jones from the Cowper 
and Newton Museum in Olney will talk to us about the  
museum and its celebration of the 250th anniversary of the 
hymn ‘Amazing Grace’ which was composed by the Reverend 
John Newton in the weeks leading up to his New Year’s Day 
service at St Paul’s Cathedral on 1st January 1773. On  
Thursday 1st December at 7pm, local resident Tony Kaye will 
be describing his collection of West African street art and 
bringing along items to show. 
 

As part of the 2023 
Stony Words festival 
we are delighted to 
have Sarah  
Pinborough, local 
author, talk to us 
about the process of 
writing both for 
books and for 
screen. Her novel 
‘Behind her Eyes’ was adapted for 
the screen and was shown on Netflix 
fairly recently. Sarah’s talk will be at 
7pm on Monday 23rd January. On 
Saturday 25th February at 2.30pm Rebecca Shawcross from 
Northampton Museum will talk about the history of fashion in 
shoes with examples from their extensive collection.  

 

                      Kathy Luff, FOSSL Secretary, fosslmk@gmail.com 

Summer holiday Wreath  
& Wind Chime Crafts  
organised by FoSSL  
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Galley Hill Celebrates 50 Years! 
 

 

Focus on Fullers Slade 

Fullers Slade had a  
Summer Sizzler on 20th 
August. This was a sunny 
event, held at The Rowans 
Centre, with free food, 
deckchairs in the community garden, music from DJ Luke, fun 
games, and lots of banter. Thanks go to everyone who made the 
afternoon a success, including Pat Spurway, Family Centre Head,  
Stephen Bryant, MKC Community Engagement Officer, House of 
Champions and all FSRA helpers. 
 

Pressures of life, including the rising cost of living, are affecting 
many residents in Fullers Slade, but moments this summer have 
lightened their mood. As well as the Sizzler, MK Play Association 
provided entertainment for the kids, funded by SSTC, and  

Energie Fitness at 
Kiln Farm put on 
several free  
exercise sessions.  
Community  
gardening also got 
endorphins  
flowing. A new  
vegetable patch 
was created at The 
Rowans, and pink 
roses perfumed 
Slade Lane. Thank 
you to Helen Havens, 
Bianca Bendig-Ceesay 
and all those with 
green fingers that did 
blooming good. The FSRA AGM is on 10th October at 6.15pm.  
Anyone wishing to join the committee, or find out more, should 
contact fullers.slade.ra@gmail.com.                         Jill Dyer, FSRA  

Galley Hill Celebrates its 50th Birthday 
 

Galley Hill claims to be the oldest privately built estate in  
Milton Keynes and on 28th May celebrated the fact that it was 
50 years old, with a party in the school field. There were  
children's activities organised by the Milton Keynes Play  
Association and the Football Fun Factory. There was a food 
van, an ice cream van, a coffee stall, a bouncy castle, a stall 
where people could pot up a range of small plants, and a  
temporary tattooist. The police and fire services both arranged 
to visit, so many people had the chance to see the workings of 
the fire engines or sit in the police car and sound the siren! 
The GHRA gave away popcorn, water, bookmarks and pens, 
whilst DJ Luke provided the soundtrack to the day's events. 
There was also plenty of opportunity for some of the residents 
who had moved onto the estate in the early days to reminisce. 
A great time was had by all as can be seen from these photos. 

 

Roy Adams, GHRA 

Community Engagement Officer Stephen 
Bryant, SSTC Councillor Simon Cherrill 
and RORE’s David Lee enjoying the event 



 

                             

 

Catching up with your Local Community Groups 
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Stony Stratford Women’s Institute 
We are gradually getting back to  
normal and it has been good to see 
old friends and to meet a few new  
members. 
 

For our June meeting our old friend, Colin Oakes, came to 
tell us the History of Nursery Rhymes, not always the subject 
one would think of for our young people; in fact some were 
derived from quite shocking sources! In July Robert  
Chipperfield took members on a walk around the town - very  
enjoyable - and, for those who could not or did not wish to 
walk, there were refreshments and chat at our usual 
meeting place, York House. August brought our annual  
Garden Meeting, a lovely sunny day, thankfully not quite as 
hot as the earlier heatwave, but most of us opted for the 
shady part of York House garden. Still, better than cold and 
rain. 
 

We had a very enjoyable 
day out at Droitwich Spa 
in May. Quite a few of us 
knew nothing of the  
venue and certainly  
nothing of the salt mines 
for which it is famous. It 
was very interesting and 
the weather was just 
right for walks around the 
town and between the 
River Salwarpe and the 
Droitwich Canal. It just 
happened to be one of the many flower festivals in the town 
so there were lovely flower displays all around. Thank you to 
Hazel who suggested the visit. We are planning a canal trip 
nearer to home in September, along the Grand Union from 
Cosgrove. 
 

Meetings are in York House, London Road at 2.15pm on the 
first Tuesday of every month. Visitors are welcome, give us a 
ring or email, or just come along. Contact Janet Baxter 
(01908 313677) or Gill Williams (01908 563684) or e-mail  
gill.mrswilliams@gmail.com for further details. 
 

Gill Williams, Stony Stratford WI  
 

Milton Keynes (Stony Stratford) Lions Club  
MK (SS) Lions Club serves all of the 
North of Milton Keynes. Due to Covid-19 
we are moving to a mixed media Club 
with some members joining meetings via 
Zoom but still taking part in social and 
fundraising activities. Please contact 
office@stonylions.org.uk if you are  

interested in further information or in joining us. We  
welcome Lion Doreen Allen as our incoming President. 
Doreen is an experienced Lion having served as District  
Governor. 
 

Last year July to June we served 64,217 people and gave 
5,974 volunteer hours mainly via our foodbanks and  
spectacle recycling. During the summer we have hosted four 
Motors at the Museum; which we hope to run again in 2023.  

Message in a Bottle is a little plastic 
bottle containing a form showing all of 
your personal details and medications 
that may be needed by emergency  
services if you are unable to tell them. It 
is kept at home, in the fridge because 
the fridge is easy to find – usually in the 
kitchen. Most fridges keep the contents 
safe even from fire. Each bottle comes 
with a sticker to go inside your front 
door. It’s inside so we don’t reveal that a vulnerable person 
lives here. Bottles are distributed free of charge across the 
country by Lions Clubs International. Stonedean Medical 
Practice, Market Square, hold a stock for us. Please contact 
them if you would like one for a friend or a vulnerable  
person you know. www.stonylions.org.uk.    

Brian Kite, Secretary, MK (SS) Lions Club  
 

Wolverton & Stony Stratford  
Rotary Club 

Rotarian Andrew gets on 
his bike for charity: Well 
done to Rotarian Andrew 
Hulme who, along with 17 
other riders, recently  
completed a 180-mile 
sponsored cycle ride from 
London to Bruges in  
Belgium in three days,  
personally raising a  
fantastic £8,530 for  
Parkinson's UK which will 
help fund research into 
developing treatments for 
this condition. Many thanks 
to all Andrew’s sponsors for 
their generous support. 
 

Stuart becomes Rotary’s new President for 2022/23: On 
July 1st Stuart Clarke formally took over from Alan Swann as 
President of Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary Club. At the 
handover Stuart expressed his grateful thanks to Alan for 
ably steering the club through the last ‘post-Pandemic’ 12 
months and for resuming some of the club’s usual  
fundraising activities. Stuart was particularly optimistic 
about the coming year:  

To find out more visit: http://
wolvertonandstonystratfordrotary 
club.co.uk or find us on Facebook.  
Mike Thomas, PR & Comms Officer 

‘I am especially looking forward to the club exploring some 
new fundraising ideas and promoting membership as well of 
course continuing with our traditional support for local,  
national and international charities and good causes”. 

Pictured is 2022/23 President Stuart 
(right) with Alan at the handover 

Andrew (pictured left) with 
two fellow riders at the finish 
in Bruges Market Square 
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Celebrating Stony’s Community Events 

Stony Lights Fun Day 2022 
 

The immensely popular Christmas Lights Switch-On Fun Day is 
back on “full throttle” again this year. It will be held on  
Saturday, 26th November. Sadly, we had to curtail the  
activities last year as a result of a combination of Covid and 
predicted high winds. For those who have never experienced 
it before, Stony’s Christmas Lights display, launched with a 
magical family day of Christmas fun, is one of the best 
around! Every Christmas Stony Stratford glitters and shines 
with enchanting, twinkling lights, and excitement builds as the 
festive season is officially launched following the town’s 
Christmas Lights Switch-On Fun Day.  

Thousands of people will come into Stony Stratford for the 
switching on of the Christmas Lights but many miss out on all 
the other activities that go on around the town during the day 
to make it a full day’s experience: 
 

WATLINGFEST: Each year we have a wealth of local musical 
talent performing on the stage in the Market Square from 
about 11.30am to 4.20pm. There is always a good mix of  
musical genres and this year is no exception. Watch out for 
the programme on our website. 
 

CIRCUS SKILLS: Concrete Circus will be setting up on the  
Market Square from 12.30pm to encourage children to have a 
go at juggling, unicycling, tight-rope walking and other circus 
skills. So why not bring the kids down to have a go. 
 

MORRIS DANCING: Morris dancers are often seen around 
Stony Stratford but if you have missed this experience or want 
to see them again, you will be treated to a range of different 
styles and colourful costumes from 10.30am to 3.30pm. 
 

FUNFAIR: Funfair rides are a regular feature of Stony Light’s 
Fun Day both on the High Street and in the Market Square. 
 

STONY STRATFORD STORY STROLL: Why not join Red Phoenix 
as she weaves her stories on a walk around the town starting 
at 10.30am. 
 

SANTA’S GROTTO: Santa will be making a stop off in the  
Market Square in Stony Stratford as part of his busy schedule 
to delight the children from 11.30am to 3.00pm. 
 

And of course, we must not forget all the stalls that will be 
selling their festive wares on the High Street.  
 

Finally, as it gets dark, the lantern parade will meander down 
London Road to the High Street and into the Market Square in 
time for the countdown, then the lights will be turned on  
followed by some community carol singing to get the  
Christmas celebrations off to a fine start! Please note that it 
can get very crowded at this time and therefore we advise 
that people do not bring dogs into a crowded area. 
 

For more information about all the events that are taking 
place on this wonderful family day, keep a look out on our 
website: www.stonylights.org or our Facebook page:      
Christmas Lights at Stony Stratford. 

Riverside Parks Group - Riverside Fair 
The Riverside Fair in June was highly popular with families  
enjoying an afternoon at the Mill Field, free rides for the  
children and lots of stalls, food outlets and entertainment for 
parents. Riverside Parks Group ran a Poetry Competition to 
highlight the fair, asking for acrostic poems using the words 
'River' or 'Mill 
Field'. We 
loved the  
poems and 
chose 6 prize  
winners. These 
can be seen on 
our Facebook 
page: search 
for Stony 
Stratford  
Riverside Parks 
Group. 'The 

River' by Eleni in Year 1 
was a firm favourite  
because of her attention 
to detail and the way she 
conjures up a picture of 
herself and her class-
mates making the most 
of the Riverside Fair. 
Thanks to all entrants! 
Thanks also goes to the 
Town Council, Milton Keynes Community Fund, The Ancell Trust 
and Fairfield School for sponsoring the event.                                     
Lyn Dawes, Riverside Parks Group 
 

The River by Eleni S. (Year 1, Russell Street School) 

Refreshing river water 
Icy ice cream dripping down our chins 

Vans driving down with fun rides 
Everyone having fun 

Russell Street children enjoying the rides. 
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OCTOBER 
 

Sunday, 2nd October 
Kites Collective  
PM (time tba), York House Centre, London Rd, Stony Stratford  
Kites Collective will be playing at York House for your Sunday 
afternoon entertainment. Tickets: £7.50 - available from 1st 
September. BYO. This concert will support a local charity;  
details to be confirmed. www.york-house.org.uk. 
 

Fridays, 7th October, 4th November and 2nd December 
Eat Street MK  
5-9pm, York House Centre 
Every first Friday of the month: half a dozen delicious and exotic 
streetfood choices, varying each month, plus a real and craft ale 
bar. Free entry! 
 

Fridays, 7th October, 4th November and 2nd December 
Performers Night @The Song Loft,  
7.30-10pm, York House Centre  
The Song Loft is a folk/acoustic/roots 
venue based at York House with two 
events per month from September until 

June. The first Friday of the month is a Performers’ Night where 
you can sing those songs that you have been practising to an 
attentive and appreciative audience. The 2nd December will a 
Carol themed evening. For details visit https://thesongloft.com. 
 

Saturday, 8th October  
Whose Turn Is It  
8-10pm, York House Centre 
Whose Turn Is It - return of the ever-popular lively comedy  
improvisation show. Details at www.whoseturn.org.uk. 

Saturday, 15th October  
Don Adam Perera  
8-10.15pm, York House Centre  
Annual return of a dazzling Spanish, South American and  
Classical guitarist. Tickets £8.00 (£5.00 for children and  
students). See www.york-house.org.uk for further details.   

NOVEMBER 

Saturday, 18th November  
The Song Loft Concert: Granny’s Attic 
7.30pm, York House Centre  
“Their high-octane take on English folk has brought a whole new 
audience to the genre." The Irish Times.  

 

DECEMBER 
 

Saturday, 3rd December 
Made In Stony Christmas Shopping Event 
10am-4pm, York House Centre 
 

Friday, 16th December  
Magpie Lane Xmas Special 
7.30pm, York House Centre 
"A magnificent collection of markedly less familiar seasonal  
repertoire, performed by a trusty band of minstrels with a 
healthy track record". More info/tickets: www.thesongloft.com 

Friday, 21st October  
The Song Loft Concert: Gilmore and Roberts 

7.30pm, York House 
Contemporary folk/
acoustic duo Gilmore & 
Roberts combine award-
winning songwriting with 
astounding musicianship 
and their trademark  
harmonies to create a 
powerful wall of sound. 
Nominated three times at 
the BBC Radio 2 Folk 
Awards, Katriona Gilmore 
(fiddle, mandolin) and 

Jamie Roberts (guitar) met while studying at Leeds College of 
Music and released their debut album in 2008.  

Saturday, 15th October   
Made In Stony Early Christmas Shopping Event 
10am–4pm, York House Centre 
Made in Stony will be 5 
years old in October!   
We have been  
supporting our artists 
and artisans and  
organising events for 5 
years. Made in Stony is 
a not for profit, mem-
bership association, run 
by volunteers to  
support artisans and artists in the Civil Parish of Stony 
Stratford. We started up in October 2017 and our first event 
was in November 2017 in the room at the back of The Bull 
Hotel, in Stony Stratford. We now organise regular events 
where members can sell their handcrafted art, crafts and 
foods. On 15th October we have an Early Christmas Shopping 
Event; open between 10am to 4pm at York House. We have 
some new members who will be selling their goods with us for 
the first time. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Saturday, 5th November  
The Hatstand Band & The 
Recollections 
8.30-10.45pm, York House 
The Hatstand Band: Folk-
country-blues-pirate  
music that makes the band 
smile and hopefully the 
audience too. It's a mix of 
banjo, mandolin, double bass, guitars, cahon and 4 part  
harmonies. The Recollections: are a band of musicians that 
love to sing and play music from the 60s and 70s. A jangly 12 
string guitar, melodic bass lines, tambourine, maracas, cabasa 
etc…capped with 3 and 4 part vocal harmonies. Tickets £8.00:  
https://www.wegottickets.com/event/555114.  

Music For All @ SMSG: Music For All 
offer a fantastic programme of music 
and social events at St Mary & St Giles 
Church, Stony Stratford. Events range 
from coffee mornings, and the popular 
Third Thursday at Twelve Thirty events, 
to Christmas carols, concerts, organ  
recitals and choirs. And many events are 

free! Check out the full programme at: 
www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on.  


